Comments on §1-(new)-Wheelchair

Comments by Virginia DOT

Return to committee for changes to provide an appropriate definition, correct ambiguities and correctly address personal mobility devices. VDOT comments/recommendations are as follows: 

BACKGROUND/COMMENTS 
In Virginia, the definition for a wheelchair is in § 46.2-100 of the Code of Virginia as: "Wheel chair or wheel chair conveyance" means a chair or seat equipped with wheels, typically used to provide mobility for persons who, by reason of physical disability, are otherwise unable to move about as pedestrians. We recommend a definition similar to the one in Virginia be used in the UVC, one which uses the terminology, “Persons who, by reason of physical disability, are otherwise unable to move about as pedestrians” rather than the, “a person with a disability as a substitute for walking” wording proposed in the UVC updates. The definition of wheelchair needs to be more specific to ONLY include devices in which someone sits (or perhaps includes “stands”), and also specify that the device be for a disability that prevents them from walking normally. The definition should be rewritten so that it is distinct enough to preclude Segways. 

Also in related matters to this section, the UVC apparently does not include content on personal mobility devices which are defined by the U.S. Access Board. That definition should be reviewed in Committee and included/recognized in the UVC revisions. Additionally, suggest including definition of Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Devices (i.e. Segways etc.). The Committee should use the best practices from this report on Managing Personal Mobility Devices (PMDs) on Nonmotorized Facilities: http://www.vtpi.org/man_nmt_fac.pdf.
